Referral Business Entry Point, EIA Policy Section (EPBC Act)

Approvals and Wildlife Division

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts

GPO Box 787

Canberra ACT 2601

By way of email to: epbcwild@environment.gov.au
Care of:

The Hon. Hon Tony Burke MP

Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities. 

Dear Minister Burke

EPBC Referral No: 2005/2159:


Ella Bay Integrated Resort Development, Satori Resorts Ella Bay Pty Ltd

Put simply, the Ella Bay Integrated Resort Development is a completely inappropriate development for this beautiful natural area, one of our very last remaining undeveloped coastal places along the northern Great Barrier Reef coastline.

Accordingly, I write to advise you of my support for the urgent addition of the four (4) further sections to the proposal’s controlling conditions, as outlined in the Environmental Defenders Office of North Queensland (EDONQ) Inc.’s correspondence to you dated 18 February 2009. The relevant sections pursuant to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the ‘EPBC Act’) are s.20 and s.20A (Listed migratory species) and s.23 and s.24A (Marine environment). 

All species of marine turtle found in Australian waters are protected under the EPBC Act, and I hold grave reservations about the actual and cumulative impacts the projected urban population of some 5,000 human residents/users would exert on already pressured populations of marine mammals, and the marine environment as a whole, at Ella Bay, a unique coastal location; with significant hydrological, physical and ecological processes, and which cannot be compromised by any form of off-sets.

.

I am very concerned about the overall impact on the natural environment of urban, coastal developments of this nature and scale, in particular where such development proposals are proposed to be located next to World Heritage listed marine and terrestrial protected areas like the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. These important natural areas (and the special animal and plant species found in both surrounding protected areas and at Ella Bay) are already under enough pressure from human impacts including serious, predicted climate change impacts.

The new information provided to you about marine turtle activity at Ella Bay provides clear evidence in support of what is local, common knowledge but often described as anecdotal only. Local knowledge confirms regular sightings of other endangered marine mammal species including dugong, whale and inshore dolphin species at Ella Bay. Inadequate resourcing of consistent management and monitoring in coastal areas remains a serious constraint on the community’s ability to obtain scientific or other accredited data on a wide range of threatened species, including essentially secretive species like marine turtles. 

I herewith request that you and your Government consider purchasing the proposed development site at Ella Bay and establishing an environmentally sustainable and culturally appropriate recreation area complimentary to the existing Ma:Mu Canopy Walkway in the Innisfail region (ideally in conjunction and consultation with the relevant Traditional Owners and appropriate local environmental groups)

With respect to listed migratory species and the marine environment, I request that you urgently revoke and substitute the decisions available to you (as outlined in the EDONQ Inc.’s correspondence to you dated 18 February 2009), pursuant to your powers in section 78(1)(a) of the EPBC Act.

I await your response.

Yours sincerely

